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PREFACE 
By S. Robert Powell 


On March 1, 1848, the Reverend Daniel E. Bowen, John B. Lewis, George R. 
Haskins, Mary Bowen, Sarah Glover, Louisa L. Berry, and Mary Jane Cramer formed the 
Berean Baptist Church of Carbondale. How proud those seven constituent members of 
the Berean Baptist Church would be to know that the church they established is alive and 
well today, 150 years later! 

The photograph of the church that is given on the cover of this booklet was taken 
in 1905. Shown in the photograph, taken at Easter when the sanctuary was decorated with 
lilies, is the Carnegie Hendrick organ. On August 21, 1968, the church building was 
destroyed in a fire which originated in the bakery next door. Two years later, on 
September 13, 1970, the rebuilt church (the present building) was dedicated. A 
photograph of the sanctuary of the present building is given on the back cover of this 
booklet. 

This sesguicentennial history of the Berean Baptist Church is a synthesis of the 
historical research and writing of Louisa Howells, Lavinia Spencer, the Reverend Norton 
Vail, and Donald W. Powell. Without the work of those historians the present text would 
not have been possible. 

The most comprehensive history of the church is the one that was written by 
Donald W. Powell in 1979. Presented in Powell's history, which was published in 
Volume I, Number 2 of NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA, are, among many other 
features, a detailed account of each pastorate of the church from the pastorate of Daniel E. 
Bowen to that of Arthur W. Meneely and a complete list of the 3,430 members of the 
church (with date and method of admission given) from 1848 to 1979. 

The history of the church from the close of the pastorate of the Reverend Meneely 
to the present is in the form of letters from the full-time and supply pastors who have 
served the church for the past 19 years. Special thanks to the Reverend Dale Pepper for 
contacting the pastors in guestion and reguesting descriptions of their pastorates to be 
included in this sesguicentennial history. Special thanks to the Reverend Pepper, as well, 
for serving as the catalyst that motivated the present writer to compile this 
sesguicentennial history. 


Commemorative Events 


The sesguicentennial anniversary of the founding of the Berean Baptist Church 
was commemorated throughout 1998. Presented here is a list of the many special events 
that were held to mark this important anniversary in the history of the church: The 
chairperson or committee in charge of each event is given after the event. 


January 4 Rededication Service Kathy Caviston 
March 1 Commemorative Sunday Gloria Seigle, Dale Pepper 
March 15 Gymanfa Ganu Carolyn and Dale Pepper 


May 2 Anniversary Banguet Kathy Caviston, Margaret Carey- 
Garcia; Rev. David Meneely, 
speaker; Donald Thomas, Master of 


Ceremonies 
May 3 Historical Night Gloria Seigle; "A Night of 
Remembering" 
June Ice Cream Social Carolyn and Dale Pepper 
August 29 Pioneer Days Parade Float by teenage Sunday School 
class 
December Crystal Band Concert Spiritual Life Committee 
December 27 Closing Ceremony Spiritual Life Committee 
Memorabilia Display Eleanor Williams and Seigle family 


Church Administrative Board, 1998 


Moderator: Mae Parry 

Church Clerk: Margaret Carey-Garcia 

Spiritual Life Committee: 
Kathleen Caviston, chairperson 
Norma Gillow, Myrtle Oakley, June Booths, Doris Williams, 
Margaret Carey-Garcia (ex-officio) 

Christian Education Committee: 
Jose M. Garcia, Scott Wiggins, Elizabeth Sheridan, Joyce 
Romick, Jill Linko, Kim Magistro (ex-officio) 

Business Committee: 
Ethel Parry, Judy Balsavage, Janice Wright, Earl Parry, Richard 
Swingle, Beth Ann Zeshonski (ex-officio) 


Other Church Officials, 1998 


Church Treasurer: Beth Ann Zeshonski 
Choir Director: Gloria Seigle 
Organist: Evelyn Camp 
Church Secretary: Gloria Seigle 
Financial Secretary: Lynn Magistro 
Sunday School Superintendent: Kim Magistro 
Historian: S. Robert Powell 
Sesquicentennial Committee: 
Spiritual Life Committee 
K. Caviston, M. Garcia, chairpersons 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Seven Buildings, Twenty-Eight Pastors...................... 1 
Selected Bibliography..............*«««*9<*99'9eoeoeooeoo, 2-3 
Louisa Howells' History (100" anniversary).................. 4-13 


Lavinia Spencer and the Rev. Norton Vail's History 
19S and RH ——_——— E E í' W ee es 13-17 


The History of the Berean Baptist Church l 
from 197310 199 PT enei aime aa e a E ES 17-21 


Members of the Berean Baptist Church 
for S0 Years or Mores x0 tac iw se eo de AW YU WN RR AG 22 


The Welsh of Carbondale.. ........ccccccccccccccccscvsceece 23-26 


SEVEN BUILDINGS, TWENTY-EIGHT PASTORS 


In its 150-year history, the Berean Baptist Church of Carbondale has been 
housed in seven different buildings. Those buildings, which were identified 
and described by Donald W. Powell in his 1979 history of the Berean 
Baptist Church, are: 


1. The Deacon Bowen house on the west side of South Main Street. 
2. The school-house opposite the First Baptist Church on South Church Street. 
3. Temperance Hall on the corner of Salem Avenue and North Church Street. 


4. The former Methodist meeting-house, bought ín 1850 and moved to the Berean Baptist 
lot on North Church Street, and there remodeled and repaired. 


5. The Doric wooden building built by the Berean Baptists on their lot on North Church 
Street, and dedicated November 29, 1859. 


6. The Romanesque stone building built by the Berean Baptists on the northwest corner 
of North Church Street and Lincoln Avenue, ‘and dedicated April 1, 1889. 


7. The re-built Romanesque stone building built by the Berean Baptists on the north- 


west corner of North Church Street and Lincoln Avenue, and dedicated September 13, 
1970. 


The Berean Baptist Church has been served by 28 pastors during its 150- 
year history. They are: 


1. Daniel E. Bowen 11. C. Wilson Smith 21. Harold Franklin Damon 
2. Henry Curtis 12. John Howard Groff 22. C. Gordon Stone 

3. Charles Griffin 13. Parley D. Root 23. Howard R. Stewart 

4. Frederick Glanville 14. Thomas E. Jepson 24. Edward P. Brinkman 

5. Edward L. Bailey 15. Henry J. Whalen, D. D. 25. Arthur W. Meneely 

6. J. B. Tombes 16. Percival Hylton Lynch 26. Claude A. Pullis 

7. Edward L. Bailey 17. Warren L. Steeves 27. Gordon S. Wilson 

8. J.J. Owen 18. Frank A. Stanton 28. Dale E. Pepper 

9. John Emery Gault 19. Charles A. Fulton, D. D. 

10. William B. Grow 20. George Robert Ellin, S. T. B. 
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Presented here is a selected bibliography of the Berean Baptist 
Church that was prepared by Donald W. Powell in his 1979 history. This 
text is reprinted here in facsimile from Volume I, Number 2 of 
NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA (November 21, 1979). 


BEREAN BAPTIST PUBLICATIONS 


1. "The Baptists Bid Adieu to Their Present Sanctuary," Scranton Herald, December 3, 1888. 
This article ís the text delivered by Rev. T. E. Jepson on Sunday, December 2, 1888, in 
which he reviewed the history of the church from íts organization to 1888. 

2. "Dedicating the New Church," Carbondale Leader, April 2, 1889. This article is the text 
of a survey history of the church, presented by Rev. Jepson the day before. It isclose- 
ly based on the text delivered December 2, 1888. 








tory of Junior Society" by Miss Carrie Geary. All these were interesting papers and 
were listened to intently. "Early Days of Sunday Schools" by Rev. T. E. Jepson gave an 
entertaining sketch of the origin and growth of the work and the struggles of the early 
pioneers. None of these histories has come down to us. As the highlight of the Tuesday 
afternoon program entitled "Jubilee of Organization,” P. S. Joslin read a paper enti- 
tled "History of the Church." This history is not printed in the commemorative booklet, 
but the entire text of the paper was printed the following morning in The Herald, a 
Scranton paper. Following P. S. Joslin's paper, Lucy Joslin read a paper entitled "The 
Woman Helpers im Our Church." This paper was not printed in The Herald the following 
morning, but the newspaper did hail the paper as "an able and exhaustive treatise on the 
work of the ladies, individually and in organizations." Mo copy of this Lucy Joslin pa- 
per has yet come to light. as NU ae i ~ 

Fifty-Sixth Anniversary of the Berean Baptist Church, Car- 
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trance of Rev. H. J. Whalen, D.D., upon the Fifth Year of Pastoral Service, Sunday, 
March 6--Friday, March 11, 1904. Booklet contains "History of Our Church” by P. S. Jos- 
lin. This 1904 Joslin history is different in some details from the Joslin 1898 history. 


5. Sixty-Fourth Anniversary of Re-Opening Exercises, Berean Baptist Church, February 29th 
to March 10, 1912. This 4-page booklet contains no survey of the history. It is a de- 
tailed program of the events that took place at the 64th anniversary celebrations. 

6. Souvenir Program of the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary Services of the Founding of the Berean 
Baptist Church, Carbondale, Pennsylvania. March, 1848 to March, 1923. This booklet con- 
tains a history, istory of Berean Baptist Church of Carbondale, Pa.," by Rev. Frank A. 
Stanton, from data furnished by Brother E. M. Peck and others. 

7. Souvenir Program of the Ninetieth Anniversary Services of the Founding of Berean Baptist 
Church, Carbondale, Pennsylvania. March, 1848 to March, 1938. Booklet contains a history 
entitled "History of Berean Baptist Church of Carbondale, Pa." written by Mrs. Milo 
Gardner and Emmons L. Peck. ' 

8. Centennial Program 1848-1948, The Berean Baptist Church, Carbondale, Pennsylvania presents 


A Memorial Booklet of One Hundred Years of Baptist Work in Carbondale, Pennsylvania. Book- 
let contains a history entitled "The History of The Berean Baptist Church, Carbondale, 
Pennsylvania" by Louisa Howells. : 

9. Out of These Ruins, A Prayer A Pledge A Place of Worship, Berean Baptist Church, Carbon- 
dale, Pennsylvania. A pamphlet published by the Building Committee and the Building 
Fund Committee. Pamphlet is undated, but the fire was August 21, 1968. 

10. Berean Baptist Church, Carbondale, Pennsylvania Services of Dedication, 2:30 P.M. Sun- 
day, September 13, 1979. 

11. 125th Anniversary Program 1848-1973 Commemorating the Founding of the Berean Baptist 
Church, Carbondale, Pennsylvania. The Berean Baptist Church, Carbondale, Pennsylvania, 
Presents a Brief History of One Hundred and Twenty-Five Years of Baptist Work in Carbon- 
dale, Pennsylvania. History of the first one hundred years copied from history written 
by Louisa Howells. History from 1948 to 1973 by Lavinia Spencer and Rev. Norton Vail. 

12. Testimonial Dinner to Honor Reverend and Mrs. Arthur Meneely, June 12, 1979. Berean 


Baptist Church, Carbondale, Pennsylvania. A booklet containing the program for the 
occasion. 3 : È 
13. Church Covenant, History of Church Charter, Duties of Church Officers. Berean Baptist 


Church, Carbondale, Pennsylvania. Booklet is undated. 











CHURCH RECORDS 


With some overlapping and some slight omissions, the minutes of the Berean Baptist 
Church (BBC) meetings are found in the following volumes. For the sake of conve- 
nience of reference, the abbreviation "BBC" has been used throughout the text of 
this issue of NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA to refer to these volumes. For example, 
the second of the volumes below--the Minutes of Church Meetings and Church Member- 
ship Rolls, June 6, 1868 to August 13, 1908—in the text is referred to as "BBC ae 
Every effort is made in the cext of this essay to carefully document all sources, 
and these BBC volumes are no exception; however, in order to avoid filling the text 
with references to these seven volumes, the "BBC" reference is given only when the 
information being cited is found in the minutes on a day other than the day on which 
the particular event took place. If the church minutes are being cited and no "BBC 
reference is cited, then the information is taken from the minutes for the particu- 
lar day mentioned in the citatioa. 


l. 
2. 
3. 


4. 
5. 


Minutes of Church Meetings and Church Membership Rolls, March 1, 1848 to June 1868. 
Minutes of Church Meetings and Church Membership Rolls, June 6, 1868 to August 13, 1908. 
Minutes of Church Meetings, May l, 1910 to March 29, 1928, and Church Membership Rolls, 
March 1848 to 1924. 5 

Minutes of Church Meetings, April 8, 1920 to. January 5, 1931. | 
Minutes of Church Meetings and Church Membership Rolls, April 1, 1924 to March 30, 1939. 
Inscribed on front cover in yellow crayon "Book No 4"; title page reads "Record of Berean 
Baptist Church of Carbondale, Pennsylvania"; register covers the period January 1, 1924-- 
March 1, 1940. 


. Minutes of Church Meetings and Church Membership Rolls, April 4, 1940 to November 29, 


1956. Inscribed on front cover in yellow crayon "Book No 5"; title page reads "Record 
of the Berean Baptist Church at Carbondale, Pa."; register begins April 1, 1940. 

Roll Book, September 1, 1957 to the present. Inscribed on first page "Berean Baptist 
Church, Carbondale, Pa., Book #6"; this a loose-leaf notebook, roll is typed. 


BOOKS 


1. 


2. 
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Edward L. Bailey, A.M., Pastor of Berean Baptist Church, Carbondale, Pa., History of 
the Abington Association, From 1807 to 1857. (Philadelphia: J. A. Wagenseller, No. 23 
North Sixth St., 1863); history of Berean Baptist Church is pp. 205-210. 

BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF CARBONDALE, PA. 1872. Printed lower left: "Drawn & Pub. by Fowler & 
Bailey"; printed lower right: "American Oleograph Co. Print"; printed lower center: "C. 
H. VOGT. LITH. MILWAUKEE, WIS." Two copies of this print are known to the author, one 
ín the Carbondale Public Library in a frame with a dedicatory plague which reads "Do- 
nated by John M. Cramer 1975," and one in a private collection ín Carbondale. In 1890 
another bird's eye view of Carbondale was published. This 1890 view is taken from a 
point slightly farther down the valley. The view in the 1890 print is from high in 

the air behind the Episcopal Church. The details of the 1890 print are these: Carbon- 
dale, Pennsylvania, 1890. Printed lower left: "Drawn by T. M. Fowler, Morrisville, Pa."; 
printed lower right: "Published by T. M. Fowler & James B. Moyer"; printed lower center: 
"A. E. Downs, Lith. Boston." The only copy of this large (about 3' X 4') print known 
to the author is a framed one in a private collection in Carbondale. 

Atlas of Luzerne County Pennsylvania From Actual Surveys By and Under the Direction of 
D. G. Beers. (Philadelphia: A. Pomeroy & Co., 320 Chestnut Street, 1873); pls. 46-47 
Carbondale, Pennsylvania. 

J. R. Durfee, Reminiscences of Carbondale, Dundaff and Providence Forty Years Past 
(Philadelphia: Miller's Bible Publishing House, 1875). This book was originally a se- 
ries of letters written by J. R. Durfee and published in the Carbondale Advance, â 
newspaper, prior to November 1, 1874. The chapters of the 1875 book were serialized 

in the Carbondale (Pa.) News in 1971 (the second and third installments appeared on 
July 15 and July 22). Although this book contains much information that is useful, the 
reader is advised that the volume is ríddled with factual errors and should therefore 
be used with extreme caution. One example of Durfee's accuracy will suffice: the Bap- 
tist ministers Daniel E. Bowen, Henry Curtis, Frederick Glanville, and John Emery Gault, 
become, in Durfee's Chapter XXIII--Church Records, “David E. Bowen, Henry Curliss, Fred- 
erick Glauville, John Emory Gault." 

History of Luzerne, Lackawanna and Wyoming Counties, Pa., with Illustrations and Bio- 
graphical Sketches of their Prominent Men and Pioneers. (New York: W. W. Munsell & Co., 
36 Vesey Street, 1880); pp. 449-450 for the Welsh and Baptist Churches of Carbondale-- 
First Baptist Church (Welsh), Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Church, Welsh Congregational 











S. Joslin (pp. 168-169), Earl M. Peck (p. 402), Milo Gardner (p. 484 and p. 487), and 
Eli M. Hendrick (pp. 942-944, 947). 


. Commemorative Biographical Record of Northeastern Pennsylvania Including the Counties 


of Susquehanna, Wayne, Pike and Monroe Containing Biographical Sketches of Prominent and 
Representative Citizens, and Many of the Early Settled Families. Illustrated. (Chicago: 
J. H. Beers & Co., 1900). . : 


The Carbondale Cook Book of Tried and Tested Recipes Prepared By the Young Lady Workers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Carbondale, Pennsylvania. Carbondale: Press of 


. Thomas Murphy, Jubilee History Commemorative of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Creation 


of Lackawanna County. (Topeka and Indianapolis: Historical Publishing Company, 1928); 
Chapter XXVIII, pp. 428-449 on Carbondale; pp. 172-176, 435-436 on early Baptists. 
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[Facsimile of the history of the Berean Baptist Church that was written 
by Louisa Howells in 1948 when the church was 100 years old.] 


THE HISTORY OF 


THE BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH 
CARBONDALE, PENNSYLVANIA 
BY LOUISA HOWELLS 


Berean Baptist Church of Carbondale is one hundred years old. 
It has been a century of prosperity and achievement, during which 
this church has gained recognition as one of the outstanding churches 
in our denomination. During these one hundred years this church has 
been served by twenty-three pastors, who were godly men and who 
have each contributed their part to make Berean Church what it is 
today. Many devoted laymen ond women have labored faithfully 
and loyally to build up the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. Most 
of those who bore the burden in the days when the struggle was hard 
have gone to their eternal reward. We honor their memory and revere 
them for the noble work that they have done, remembering that the 
good things we enjoy today are the fruits of their self-sacrificing labors, 
and that their devotion in their day demands an egual devotion from 
us in our day. They form part of the "great cloud of witnesses" of 
whom the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews speaks; who watch to 


see with what "patience we run the race that is set before us." We 
. must continually "look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith," 
as they did. 


After the discovery of coal in this valley, many Welsh immigrants 
were attracted to this region in 1830 and the years following. Among 
them were two brothers, James and John Bowen, who, with their wives, 
had been members of a Baptist church in the homeland. John had 
been a deacon, and his brother James, a minister. Having strong faith 
and a zeal for Christian work, they soon devised means to promote 
their spiritual interests and to propagate their cherished sentiments. 
Meetings for prayer and preaching were held at the home of Deacon 
Bowen, which was located on the corner of Main Street and Seventh. 
Avenue where Kelly's Drug Store now stands. At first the group was 
small, but their lusty singing of Welsh hymns soon attracted some of 
their American neighbors. This continued until 1833 when the Welsh 
speaking people organized the First Baptist Church and erected a 
house of worship on South Church Street, where the Lutheran Church 
is now located. This left the English-speaking Baptists without a church 
home, and although they attended services in other churches, they 
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felt that an English Baptist Church should be organized. This feeling 
was crystallized into action, and on March 1, 1848, the Berean Bap- 
tist Church of Carbondale came into being with seven members; 
namely, Rev. Daniel E. Bowen, John B. Lewis, George R. Haskins, Neary 
Bowen, Sarah Glover, Mary J. Cramer, and Louisa L. Berry. 


The records of that first meeting state that the council convened 
at ll a.m. The first prayer was offered by Rev. Silas Finn and the 
sermon was preached by Rev. Henry Curtis, who took his text from 
Ephesians 4:15, 16. A Covenant was drawn up, and Articles of Faith 
were adopted. From that time, meetings were held in Temperance 
Hall on the corner of Church Street and Salem Avenue. It must be 
confessed that the outlook was not very promising, but those Bereans 
were men and women of faith and they trusted to God's guidance. 
On March 13, Rev. Daniel E. Bowen was asked to become the first 
pastor, and under his ministry the membership was increased by sev- 
enteen; five of whom came by baptism, eleven by letter, and one 
by experience. |n the fall of 1848 the church, with a membership of 
twenty-two, united with the Abington Association. 


Rev. Henry Curtis became pastor of the church in 1849 at a 
salary of $175 per year and continued until 1851. During this time 
forty-six were added to the membership. The land for all the early 


churches—Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist—was do- 
nated by the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company, with the pro- 


vision that it was to be used only for religious purposes. The portion 
allotted to the Baptists was between the plots of the Methodists and 
the Catholics. In 1850 a small meeting house was bought from the 
Methodist Society, moved to the adjoining Baptist property, and after 
being remodeled and repaired, it was opened for worship. 


Rev. Charles Griffin, Rev. Frederick Granville, and Rev. E. L 
Bailey served as pastors until 1866. Rev. Bailey's pastorate was out- 
standing both for the work accomplished and for its length. He served 
the church for thirteen years—the longest pastorate in its history. ` 
There were one hundred and thirteen additions to the membership 
during Rev. Bailey's pastorate. 


| The report of the church to the Abington Association in the 
fall of 1855 states that the congregation was enjoying stated meet- 
ings and holding two weekly ‘prayer meetings. The Sunday School, 
which had been founded in 1848, was in a flourishing condition with 
an enrollment of about one hundred scholars. 
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In the autumn of 1856, it became evident that the meeting house 
then in use would have to be enlarged or a new one built in order 
to accommodate the increasing membership of the church. Since 
remodeling the old structure did not seem practical, a new building 
was started in 1857. We find it described thus: It is to be constructed 
of wood in the Doric style of architecture, 40 by 64 feet on the ground 
and well proportioned in height, with a graceful spire and a spacious 
audience room, and, when finished, will cost about $5,000. This meet- 
ing house, which many of us remember as St. Rose Hall, was dedi- 
cated in 1859. 


Rev. J. B. Tombes served the church as pastor from 1866 to 
1868. His vigorous and eloquent preaching attracted large congre- 
gations, resulting in many conversions. At one communion service, 
he gave the hand of fellowship to eighty-seven persons. 


In 1868 Rev. E. L. Bailey was called to return to the pastorate 
of Berean Church. He accepted and came to Carbondale, but the 
first Sunday of his second pastorate he was stricken ill and died within 
a week, 


Rev. W. B. Grow supplied the pulpit for three months until Rev. 
J. J. Owens was called by the church. Rev. Owens had recently come 
from England and this was his first charge. After serving as pastor 
for three years, he was stricken ill while in the pulpit and died the 
same evening. 


From 1874 to 1876 Rev. W. B. Grow was pastor. He was an evan- 
gelist who made his home in Carbondale while conducting revival 
meetings throughout the state. In the later years of his life he became 
what might be called a pastor emeritus of our church and many of us 
cherish the memory that he extended the hand of fellowship to us when 
we were received into the membership of the church. The W. B. 
Grow Bible Class was named in his honor. 


Since the organization of the church, the question of finance was 
a major problem. Subscriptions were sought from the various mem- ` 
bers, but when that method did not produce sufficient funds, it was 
decided, in 1870, to rent pews to raise the pastor's salary which at that 
time was $800 per year, plus the use of the parsonage. The janitor 
was to receive one dollar from the rent of each pew. In spite of the 
fact that our forefathers were often financially hard pressed, they re- 
fused to permit the use of the church auditorium for any form of en- 
tertainment that did not have a religious significance. 


«ôn 


The pastorates of Rev. C. W. Smith, Rev. J. H. Groff, and Rev. 
P. D. Root extended until 1887. During the pastorate of the latter,. in 
1884, the present parsonage was built and plans for a new and larger 
church were begun. 


In 1887 Rev. T. E. Jepson began what proved to be the most 
fruitful ministry in the history of the church. In his twelve years as 
pastor 370 members were added to the church, seventy- seven being 
received at one communion service. 


In January, 1888, the old church building was sold to the Father 
Matthew Society for $4,750. At the church meeting in March of that 
same year, plans for a new church were presented by several archi- 
tects and those prepared by A. C. Hall of Carbondale were accepted. 
The new church was to be built of stone at a cost of $19,000. Mr. 
E. M. Peck was chairman of the building committee. The cornerstone 
was laid June 27, 1888 with impressive ceremonies and on April |, 
1889 the new church was dedicated to the service of God. 


In regard to the last Sunday in the old church, the minutes read— 


Sunday morning the pastor, Rev. T. E. Jepson, preached a sermon 
in which he reviewed the history of Berean Baptist Church from it; 
foundation to the present time, touching upon the chief features of 
the dealings of the Lord with this people, and also recounting all 
God's mercies as he had led them these forty years. 


In the evening, the sermon was preached to the young men. 
This was also the farewell sermon to the old building, as possession 
was being given over to the Catholics the following day. After the 
preaching service, a communion service was held, in which all of the 
members participated. 


The most striking feature of that day was the procession of the 
Sunday School, which extended from the old building to the new one. 
We read in the records that the Sunday School made a wonderful im- 
pression that day, as the scholars marched by classes ranging from 
the youngest to the oldest, singing “Onward Christian Soldiers" as 
they came. 


\ 
In 1898, when the fiftieth anniversary was celebrated, there had 
been one thousand names on the church roll since the church was 


founded. 


Following the resignation of Rev. T. E. Jepson in 1899, Rev. H. J. 
Whalen was called to be pastor. In more than fifty years of its exist- 


Er Sesguicentennial History, 1998 


ence, Berean Church had never been free from debt. Under the able 
direction of Dr. Whalen, and through many struggles and self denials 
on the part of the members, in March, 1904, the church stood free 
from debt. That was on the fifty-sixth anniversary of the founding 
of the church. One of the outstanding features of the anniversary cele- 
bration was the presentation of $3,000, which was a gift from Mr. 
Andrew Carnagie and Hon. E. E. Hendrick to be used for the purchase 
of a new pipe organ. | 


In addition to this splendid gift, a fine chapel organ was presented 
to the Sunday School by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Avery and Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Nye and a portable organ to the primary department— 
the gift of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Dennis and Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Morgan. 


Dr. Whalen resigned in 1908 and was followed later that same 
year by Rev. P. H. Lynch, who was a very well educated man and one 
of the most eloguent preachers that Berean Church has had. His 
splendid sermons attracted large crowds which freguently made it 
necessary to open the Sunday School room to accommodate the Sun- 
day evening congregations. It was during this pastorate that the 
Billy Sunday evangelistic campaign was held in Scranton and that gave 
a great impulse to religion throughout the valley. Personal Workers 
groups were organized and frequently went to smaller churches to con- 
duct meetings. During Mr. Lynch's pastorate of nine years, 319 were 
added to the church, many of whom became our most faithful and 
ardent members. Under Mr. Lynch's deeply spiritual guidance many 
of our members became tithers, and the church adopted the principle 
of free will giving. 


In this period, the Sunday School. had increased to such a size’ 
that it was imperative that something be done to accommodate the 
large numbers that were attending. When the church was built, the 
tiny room at the left front of the auditorium was the beginner's room 
and the adjoining room was the primary room. By 1904 we had out- 
grown these accommodations and the large upstairs room was built; 
this became the primary department. About 1911, while Mr. Lynch 
was pastor, the part of the basement under the Sunday School room 
was excavated and prepared for the primary and junior departments 
and about eight years later the larger room in the basement was 
completed. Duing the years of the rapid growth of the Sunday School, 
the primary and junior departments were most ably supervised by Mrs. 
Milo Gardner and Mrs. A. C. Estabrook, the former having spent sixty 
years of continuous service in Sunday School work and the latter more 
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than forty years. For many years Mrs. George Stanton was superintend- 
ent of the beginner's department. The memory of these fine women 
is precious to all of us, and the hundreds of children whose lives were . 
molded and guided by their council will always bear the imprint made 
on them by these godly women. During this same period, the adult 
department was under the superintendency of Mr. A. S. Lewsley, who 
served in that capacity for thirty years. 


In 1917, Rev. W. L. Steeves became our pastor. He was strongly 
evangelistic in his preaching, and during his four years in Carbondale 
155 members were added to the church. It was while Mr. Steeves was 
pastor that we suffered the dreadful scourge of the Influenza epidemic. 
Without thought for himself, he went into the homes, helping to care 
for the sick and minister to the dying. It did not matter who the peo- 
ple were or to what church they belonged, the fact that they needed 
help was all that he cared about. He was truly a pastor in every sense 
of the word. 


Each minister who has served our church has had some particular 
talent, some phase of work in which he had special ability and Mr. 
F. A. Stanton who came to us in 1921 was particularly able as an 
organizer, He served as assistant superintendent of the Sunday School 
and did much to build up that branch of the church by promoting much 
interest among the young people. During the seven years of his pas- 
torate the church prospered, and the community was benefitted by 
his ministry. 


In 1928, Rev. C. A. Fulton came as an interim pastor while various 
candidates were heard, but after he had been with us for.a few months, 
he had so endeared himself to the people that he was asked to be- 
come the regular pastor. For eight years he guided the church wisely 
and well. It was during the dark years of the depression that he was 
in Carbondale and his warm sympathy and generosity made him one 
of our most beloved pastors. In 1936, after fifty-five years of faithful 
service for the Master he decided that it was best for him to retire 
from the ministry. 


In the fall of the same year, Rev. G. R. Ellin became our pastor. 
Through his efforts and strong evangelistic preaching the congrega- 
tions increased and many were baptized. He sought to promote in 
the membership a deep spiritual growth and a true sense of the respon- 
sibility in the work of the Kingdom. 
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Rev. H. F. Damon became our pastor in 1942. While he was 
pastor, Carbondale suffered the worst flood in its history and consid- 
erable damage was done to the basement Sunday School rooms, 
necessitating the laying of new floors. Through his ingenious plan 
whereby the floorspace was divided into blocks and paid for at one 
dollar a square foot, the necessary money was on hand before the lay- 
ing of the tile floor was completed. A year or so later, by a similar plan, 
the indebtedness of the church was paid off, leaving the church without 
a mortgage for the first time in forty years or the second time in 
history. During Mr. Damon's pastorate, 153 boys and 4 girls from 
our church and Sunday School were called to serve our country. Feel- 
ing that he, too, could render service as a chaplain, Mr. Damon en- 
listed in the United States Army and left for training June 11, 1945. 
For the remainder of the war and later, he served as a chaplain on 
transports and in camps. 


As Mr. Damon had been granted a leave of absence, Rev. A. 
H. Gordon became an interim pastor His rich experience in the 
ministry and his deep spirituality were good for Berean Church in 
those closing months of the war. Mr. Gordon visited the home of 
every member and endeared himself to young and old. It was with 
deep regret that we learned that his health would prevent him from 
returning to Carbondale for a second year. 


In the fall of 1946, Rev. C. Gordon Stone was asked to fill the 
pulpit until such a time as a permanent pastor should be chosen. He 
had recently been discharged from the Navy, after having served 
as a chaplain and having seen service in Japan. As so many of our 
boys were being discharged from the armed services, a pastor whose 
experiences were similar to theirs appealed to them. Consequently, 
at the request of the young people, Mr. Stone was asked to become 
our pastor. He is particularly fitted for young people's work and 
has organized two groups—a Young Adult Group, made up chiefly of 
young married couples, and the "Happy Hour" for young children. 
Two branches of the Youth Fellowship are in a flourishing condition, 
with good attendance. 


We know that it is not the value of the church property nor what 
the church contributes to worthy causes that makes it great, but the 
influence that it has on human lives and the fruit that it produces in 
real Christian service. Berean has not only been a generous church, 
but it has been fruitful in the people that it has sent out into full time 
Christian work. Seven boys who were members of our church and 
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Sunday School are now ordained ministers: Nelson Crossman, Raymond 
Cornish, Roy Moon, Bert Crocker, Joseph Westcott, James Gilson and 
Joseph Coogan. i i 


We are greatly honored to have one of our women, Dr- Irene 
Jones, in one of the most responsible positions in the Northern Baptist 
Convention, that of Home Base Secretary of the Woman's American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society. Training in guild work in the local 
churcn, and later in the association and state, helped to prepare 
her for the work that she is doing. Another product of guild training is 
Miss Lillian Westcott, who is working under the Woman's American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, and doing a splendid work among for- 
eign people at Bethel Christian Center at Campbell, Ohio. Besides 
these there are several now in training for Christian work. 


Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And departing leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 


As we read the records of these one hundred years, we see count- 
less footprints left on the "sands of time" by many men who have 
given of their time, talents, and money to build this church, both 
spiritually and materially. Through the years we have had many 
deacons who have been strong spiritual leaders. In the most recent 
years, we think of Deacons Stanton, Williams, Emmett, and others, 
whose wise council and devout lives were both a compass and an an- 
chor when the way was hard to find. The principles for which they 
stood and the ideals which they set for Berean Church will influence us 
long after these men are forgotten. We litle realize today what 
problems the trustees of this church have had to face through the 
years. Sometimes the load has been very heavy and the guestion of 
finance almost beyond solution, but God has always shown the way 
and has given us men who were equal to the task. ` 


Berean Church has always been a missionary church, and or- 
ganized missionary effort dates back to 1878 when the Woman's 
Foreign Society was organized with Mrs. E. E. Hendrick as president 
and two years later, 1880, the Woman's Home Society with Mrs. E. 
M: Peck as president. About 1912 these two societies united and from 
that time on were known as the Woman's Missionary Society. In the 
early days it was customary for faithful women to go to the homes 
to solicit gifts for missions and from the earliest records Bereans did 
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their part to send the gospel to the far corners of the earth. It was 
the missionary zeal of such women as Mrs. W. B. Geary, Mrs. Mary 
Smith, Mrs. John Booth, and others that has made Berean one of 
the outstanding missionary churches in our state. In 1924, work among 
the younger women of the church was started by Mrs. A. C. Estabrook 
and Mrs. George Miller, resulting in the Sunshine Chapter of the 
World Wide Guild. Through the years several chapters of the Guild 
were organized. In 1924 we adopted Miss Sigrid Johnson, a mission- 
ary nurse in the Clough Memorial Hospital at Ongole, India, to rep- 
resent us on the foreign field. For twenty-three years the support 
of Miss Johnson has been an incentive and a glorious opportunity. The 
fact that we have had a real representative in missionary work has 
made White Cross work and the packing of missionary boxes a vital 
service for us At present we have three active missionary organiza- 
tions—the Woman's Missionary Society, the World Outlook Lecgue 
and the Irene Jones Guild. 


Social organizations have played a very important part in our 
church life. The oldest of these organizations is the Ladies’ Aid Society 
which was organized in 1864. During the years of its existence, the 
Society has devoted almost all of its income to the property interests 
of the church; at first helping to pay the pastor's salary, then helping 
to pay off the debt on the church property, and later helping to fur- 
nish and beautify the house of God. One gift of this Society that 
gives constant enjoyment is the addition of the chimes and vox humana 
stops to the organ. Since the Ladies' Aid Society was organized 
eight-four years ago, that Society has contributed the magnificient 
sum of $29,148 to the church. 


About 1900 a young women's society was organized under the 
name of the Mizpah Band which later was changed to the Synergoi 
Society—a Greek word meaning workers together. This has been a 
social organization with its interests centered in missions. It has al- 
ways aided in improvements to the church and the payment of insur- 
ance. Since Miss Johnson became our missionary the Synergoi Society 
has aided substantially in the payment of her salary. 


We are all familiar with the parable of the talents. It is sad but 
true that there are some Bereans who, like the man in the parable, 
bury their talents, but there are others who use their talents to the glory 
of God and for the enjoyment and blessing of their fellow men. For 
the last eighteen years with Mr. Oswald Evans as organist and choir 
director, we have enjoyed the services of a choir of which we, as a 
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church, have reason to be very proud. The faithfulness of our choir 
on all occasions, regardless of weather or circumstances, is a chal- 
lenge and an inspiration to all of us. We appreciate their fine music 
at the Sunday services and on special occasions. To them, we give 
our most hearty thanks: We know they have the joy of service faith- 
fully rendered and when they join the celestial choir their reward will 
be the Master's "well done." Music is God's greatest gift to man— 
the only art of earth we take to heaven." 


Yes, Berean Baptist Church of Carbondale has completed a cen- 
tury of work for God, and service to mankind. As we begin our second 
century of existence as a church, we crave God's continued blessing as 
expressed by Paul in his letter to the church at Colosse Colossians 
l; 9-12.— 


"That we might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding. That we may walk worthy of 
the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work and in- 
creasing in the knowledge of God. Strengthened with all might ac- 
cording to his glorious power unto all patience and long suffering 
with joyfulness. Giving thanks unto the Father which has made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." 


[When the Berean Baptist Church was 125 years old, in 1973, Lavinia 
Spencer and the Reverend Norton Vail updated Louisa Howells' 
centennial history. The main body of Louisa Howells' text is unchanged. 
The updated text by Lavinia Spencer and the Reverend Norton Vail is 
given below. ] 


Rev. Stone's pastorate extended to 1953. 

In 1953 and 1954 Norton Vail, who later became an ordained minister, was 
interim pastor. The church was proud to have a man who grew up in 
Berean Church fill the vacancy until Rev. Howard Stewart became pastor 
in 1954. 

Howard Stewart served the church from June 10, 1954 to June, 1956. 
During his leadership the church undertook many renovations such as 
installing a new stoker boiler, redecorating the interior of the parsonage, 
installing the Hammond Model R. T. 3 organ, repairing the entrance steps 
of the church and alterations were made to the Sunday School rooms in the 
basement. 

It was during his leadership that we formulated and carried out plans for 
union church services. He started the Board of Christian Education that 
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was very active during this period. The indebtedness of the church was 
greatly reduced in spite of the renovations that has been made. 

Rev. R. J. Williams (retired) supplied the pulpit in 1956 and 1957 and the 
congregation benefited from his many years of experience in the ministry. 

Rev. Edward Brinkman was. pastor from 1957 thru 1960, during this 
period Rev. Brinkman was active in committee work at the local, 
association and state levels. 

Rev. Marple Lewis acted as interim pastor from 1960 to 1961. During his 
pastorate the Cottage Prayer meetings were started. Groups would gather 
in homes in the various sections of town for the purpose of prayer and 
meditation. 

The pulpit was next filled by Rev. Carr, who served for several months 
and later by Rev. William Hand, who served until January, 1962 when 
Rev. Arthur Meneely was called to Berean Baptist. 

Rev. Meneely had one of the most difficult situations a pastor could 
experience - that of guiding the congregation thru the period of rebuilding 
that which was destroyed by fire - under his leadership the congregation 
remained together until we moved into our church. During the period from 
the fire until the church was completed our pastor spent many hours doing 
various jobs that were “above and beyond the call of duty” of a minister. 

Arthur Meneely will always be remembered by personnel of both of the 
Carbondale hospitals for his devotion to those who are sick and in need. 
Many people who have been hospitalized will testify to the encouragement 
that they received from his daily visits. 

Rev. Meneely is also active on the Abington Baptist Association 
committees and represented our association on the Regional Board of 
American Baptist church of Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

A highlight of Rev. Meneely's career came in 1971 when he was chosen to 
be part of a Preaching Mission in Nicaragua and El Salvador in Central 
America. 

On August 21, 1968, we lost a building but kept the church. 

For 125 years the Berean Baptist Church has sought to minister in 
Carbondale, from a humble beginning of a white frame structure to a stone 
building that the people of God built. 

Although the fire, which originated in the bakery next door, was battled 
by firemen from our own and surrounding communities, damage was 
extensive and the building was termed a complete loss. 

We continued to worship on Sunday mornings for two years in the 
auditorium of the Benjamin Franklin High School and Sunday School was 
carried on in the class rooms. | 

On August 28, 1968, the congregation met and agreed to rebuild on the 
present site. It was felt that the people would want to share in rebuilding 
the Berean Baptist Church, such a financial responsibility was going to 
reguire a total commitment from the church membership - the goal was to 
raise $125,000.00. 

The furnishings would be replaced by memorial gifts, given as a tribute 
to our departed loved ones. The size of the gifts varied, however, each one 
would know what his fair share should be - for his heart and conscience 
would dictate. Our church had to be built on sacrifices. We know that each 
commitment would be truly sacrifical expression of ones own means. 

Contracts were let out after Gelb and Company gutted the stone walls to 
start from the ground up. Mr. Joseph Young was selected as architect. 
When designs were approved, bids were called for and R. D. Richardson 
was selected as prime contractor; Joseph Capazo, Plumbing and Heating; 
Harold Hoffman, Electrical; Lustig’s, Floor Covering; Paddock Glass, 
windows. 
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The Building Committee consisted of the following: 
Donald Thomas, Chairman 
Wilson Bruning, Vice Chairman : 
W. Uriah Carey, Secretary eee we 
Mrs. Austin Barrows Walter Cramer 
Roy Crocker Julius Henry 


Miss Louisa Howells : 
HL adain sha tek 
iss Mildred Stone Lloyd Gillow 


Mrs. Derwood Williams ; 
5 Mrs. Bruce Lewis 
Edwin Booth Norton Vail 


Harold Pierson Rev. A. W. Meneely 


The members of the Building Fund Committee were: 


John Moon, Co-chairman Miss Ruth Pierce 
Ervin Chubb, Co-chairman Rev. A. W. Meneely 
Mrs. Francis Tonkin, Secretary Garfield Thomas 
Harold Francis W. Uriah Carey 
Carlton Sellick ` Mrs. Russell Rehkop 
Rexford Williams Fred Walker 


During the period the church was being re-built we were notified of a 
sizable bequest made to the church in the will of Miss Caroline Trautwein, 
who was a devoted active member of the Berean Church. 

We deeply appreciate the fine workmanship done by these contractors 
and their workers. All areas of our building, both for worship and 
education, are attractive and useful. 

We are also grateful to everyone who contributed not only time and 
talent, but those many people who remembered us during this time with 
prayers. 


We know that it is not the value of the church property nor what the 
church contributes to worthy causes that makes it great, but the influence 
that it has on human lives and the fruit that it produces in real Christian 
service. Berean has not only been a generous church. but it has been a 
fruitful one in the people that it has sent into full time Christian work. Nine 
men who were members of our church and Sunday School have been 
ordained as ministers: Nelson Crossman, Raymond Cornish, Roy Moon, 
Bert Crocker, Joseph Wescott, James Gilson, Joseph Coogan, D. Wm. 
Aston, and Norton Vail. Norton Vail is now full time pastor at 
Blooming Grove Baptist Church and D. Wm. Aston. jhas recently retired 
after serving over 20 years as pastor of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church. 

We are greatly honored to know that one of our women, Dr. Irene Jones, 
held a very responsible position in the American Baptist Convention and at 
present, although retired, does work for the National Council of Churches. 
Training in guild work in our church helped to prepare her for a career in 
her chosen field. Another product of guild training is the former Lillian 
Wescott, who worked for the Women’s American Baptist Home Mission 
Society, and did a splendid job among the foreign people at Bethel 
Christian Center at Campbell, Ohio. Aldonna Chubb Rorish serves as a 
missionary in Colombia, South America. . David Meneely is studying 
at Eastern Seminary. 


As we read the records of these 125 years, we see countless footprints left 
on the “sands of time” by many men who have given of their time, talents, 
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and money to build a church, both spiritually and materially. Through the 
years we have had many deacons who were strong spiritual leaders. The 
principles for which they stood and the ideals which they set for Berean 
Church should never be forgotten. The trustees of this church have had to 
face many problems through the years. Sometimes the load has been very 
heavy and the guestion of finance almost beyond solution, but God has 
always shown the way and given us men who were egual to the task. 


Berean Church has always been a missionary church and organized 
missionary effort dates back to 1878 when the Women's Foreign Society 
was organized with Mrs. E. E. Hendrick as president and two years later, 
1880, the Women's Home Society with Mrs. E. M. Peck as president. About 
1912 these two societies united and from that time on were known as the 
Woman's Missionary Society. In the early days it was customary for 
faithful women to go to the homes and solicit gifts for missions and from 
the earliest records Bereans did their part to send the gospel to the far 
corners of the earth. It was the missionary zeal of such women as Mrs. W. 
B. Geary, Mrs. Mary Smith, Mrs. John Booth and others that has made 
Berean one of the outstanding missionary churches in the state. In 1924 
work among the younger women of the church was started by Mrs. A. C. 
Estabrook and Mrs. George Miller, resulting in the Sunshine Chapter of the 
World Wide Guild. Through the years several chapters of the Guild were 
organized. In 1924 we adopted Miss Sigrid Johnson, a missionary nurse in 
the Clough Memorial Hospital ay Ongole, India, to represent us on the 
foreign field. For twenty-three years the support of Miss Johnson was an 
incentive and a glorious opportunity. The fact that we had a real 
representative in missionary work made White Cross work and packing of 
missionary boxes a vital service for us. 

In later years Berean Church supported Clifford and Rose Mary Gilson, 
missionaries to India, when their services in India terminated they 
accepted a pastorate in New York State. Our present missionaries are Dr. 
Alvin and Dorothy Mundhenk, who are serving in a hospital in Nigeria, 
Africa in cooperation with the Progressive National Baptist Association. 

Social organizations have played an important part in our church life. 
One of the oldest organizations was the Ladies Aid, organized in 1864. 
During the years it existed the Society devoted almost all of its income to 
the property interests of the church, at first helping to pay the pastors 
salary, then helping to pay off debt on church property, and later helping 
furnish and beautify the house of God. One gift this Society gave that at one 
time was a source of much enjoyment was the chimes and vox humana 
stops for the organ. In 1956 the organ that is referred to was dismantled and 
replaced by the present organ. During the more than 84 years that the 
Ladies Aid was active that Society contributed over $29,148.00 to the church 
- and we must remember the value of the dollar during that period was 
much higher than it is today. 

About 1900, a young women's society was organized under the name of 
Mizpah Band which later was changed to Synergoi Society - A greek word 
meaning workers together. This had been a social organization with its 
interests centered in missions. It aided in improvements to the church and 
the payment of insurance. When Miss Johnson became our missionary the 
Synergoi Society aided in payment of her salary. 

Through consolidation of societies of the past we now have the Women's 
Council, meetings are held once a month and are open to all church women 
who are interested in the local church work and home and foreign missions. 
The council is broken down into three circles, Ruth, Naomi, and Melchiah. 
Circle meetings are held in the homes or at the church once a month, White. 
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Cross work is done at these meetings. 

Also, the Ann Judson Guild consists of the teen-agers of the church, this 
group of young girls meets once a month with mission studies and services 
highlighted. 

The Berean Builders organization meets once a month for a Saturday 
evening of Christian fellowship - this group sponsors various projects 
which enabled them to make substantial contributions to the Building 
Fund. 

We are familiar with the parable of talents. It is sad but true that there 
are some Bereans who, like the man in the parable, bury their talents, but 
there are others who use their talents to the glory of God and for the 
enjoyment and blessing of their fellow men. For 43 years Mr. Oswald 
Evanswasorganist and choir director, he served our church faithfully until 
his recent retirement. The faithfulness of our choir on all occasions, 
regardless of weather or circumstances, is a challenge and an inspiration 
to all of us. We appreciate their fine music at Sunday services and on 
special occasions. To then we give our most hearty thanks. We know they 
havethe joy of service faithfully rendered and when they join the celestial 
choir their reward will be the Master's done.” Music is God's greatest gift 
to man - the only art of earth we take to heaven. 

Yes, Berean Baptist Church of Carbondale has completed 125 years of 
work for God, and service to mankind. As we continue our existence as a 
church, we crave God'd continued blessing as expressed by Paul in his 
letter to the Church at Colosse, Colossians 1:9-12. - 

“That we might be filled with the knowledge of His will in alll wisdom 
and spiritual understanding. That we may walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge 
of God. Strengthened with all might according to his glorious power unto all 
patience and long suffering with joyfulness. Give thanks unto the Father 
which has made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light.” 


The History of the Berean Baptist Church 
from 1979 to 1998 


To present the history of the Berean Baptist Church for the past 19 
years, we have asked the full-time and supply pastors for the period 1979- 
1998 to characterize in their own words their pastorates at Berean. 


Arthur W. Meneely January 21, 1962 to June 30, 1979 


Richard Thomas supply 

Claude A. Pullis 1980-1987 

Leland H. Pease supply 

Gordon S. Wilson October 1, 1988 to September 30, 1993 
Dale E. Pepper January 1994 to present 
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Pastorate of the Rev. Richard Thomas 


Letter from Rev. Thomas: 

"What joy to serve Berean Baptist as Ann and I came to live on 
Lincoln Avenue as interim pastor and organist. To renew old friendships 
and to make new friends. To have open house several Sundays at the 
parsonage following worship service where the ladies of the church 
discovered the deplorable conditions of the kitchen and followed up by 
making repairs and modernizing the kitchen for the new pastor and his wife, 
Claude and Esther Pullis. The joy of Ann's playing the old organ and then 
the new, where all the notes worked, then the dedication of the organ as the 
Tonkins gave a concert. The Sunday School picnics in the park, the 
community outdoor sunrise service followed by breakfast at one of the 
churches. The beginning of the Day of Joy and Gladness by the women's 
ecumenical prayer group. The funeral service of Pearl Jones, a long-time 
member and Jack Race's testimony to Pearl's memory. The choir's 
Christmas party and the ten men from the Scranton barbershop chorus who 
sang gospel songs at morning worship. Just a few of many wonderful 
memories." 


Pastorate of the Reverend Claude A. Pullis 


Letter from Claude A. Pullis: 


| recall that we did a lot of refurbishing of the church plant. We began with the 
painting of the Social Hall/Sunday School room downstairs. This was achieved 
by work parties of young adults and the Berean Builders. Also, we did the Sunday 
School rooms. 


Next we did the rest rooms and the stairways, followed by the hallways behind the 
sanctuary and the overflow room. Carpeting was also installed in this room. We 
ended up painting the Pastor's study. 


| designed a new outdoor sign done in masonry with an anodized aluminum cross. 
It was installed at the corner of Church Street and Lincoln Avenue in memory of 
Thelma Chubb. We worked with the women's class in planting flowers around the 
perimeter of the church building. 


During my tenure the old Hammond Organ gave up the ghost. After careful 
consideration the Organ Selection Committee recommended to the congregation 
that the Rodgers organ be purchased. The congregation approved the purchase. 
Bruce Tonkin gave a concert to dedicate the organ. 
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Just before I moved to Philadelphia, new sanctuary lighting was installed: new 
lanterns, each with a rheostat. This made for a brighter sanctuary and more 
useable for concerts, drama etc. 


In community activities I was instrumental in the beginning of the Food Pantry 
which met weekly at the Episcopal Church. We served 1200- 1500 needy 
resident of the city and surrounding area. This was done with the close 
cooperation of the Ministerium, Red Cross and Catholic Social Services. 


| was also instrumental in the forming of a group which became known as Citizens 
for a Better Carbondale in an attempt to develop more active voter participation 
and influence the quality of life in the City. At the inception this was achieved with 
the help of Robert Powell, the clergy and some citizens in the community. 


In my last year I served on the City Civil Service Commission which was charged 
with rewriting the City's Civil Service Code. 


| remember the Chrismon trees, the Mission tree begun by Grace Moon. We did 
some dramatic monologues in worship, some creative Maundy Thursday 
Services and Good Friday Services as well. 


Esther led the high school group and one year took several of them to the 
National Youth Gathering at Providence, RI. The group also attended a State 
Baptist Youth Fellowship Convention in King of Prussia. 


Pastorate of the Reverend Leland H. Pease 


Letter from Leland H. Pease: 


March 24, 1998 


Berean Baptist Church 
Carbondale, Pennsylvania 18407 


Dear Friends at Berean: 


Congratulations on 150 years of ministry in the 
name of JESUS. The Lord has blessed you in the 
past, and we pray that he will bless and eguip 
you for your ministry in the future. 


We are thankful for the brief opportunity we 
had to get to know you all. It was our privi- 
lege to be a small part in your ministry. 
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May God bless you on your anniversary, and in 
your future work. 


Sincerely yours in our Christ 
rl y 


Betty and Lee Pease 


P.S. It has been said about the Bereans, "They 
received the word with readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were true." Hope it is still true. 


Pastorate of the Reverend Gordon S. Wilson 


Letter from Gordon S. Wilson: 

From October 1, 1988 to September 30, 1993, Gordon S. Wilson 
served as pastor of Berean Baptist Church. 

During this time, new community Lenten Services with a luncheon 
were begun in cooperation with the Carbondale Area Ministerium. Six 
summer union services were held with First Presbyterian and First United 
Methodist Churches. 

It was a difficult period financially because of the recession and 
falling interest rates. There were special fund raising events and several 
improvements were made, including a new roof on the Christian Education 
building, new sanctuary doors, and repaving of the parking lot. 

The Christian Education committee organized four weeks of Sunday 
evening advent progams, including the Crystal Band Concert, sponsored by 
the Carbondale Historical Society and Museum. 

Our Welsh heritage was recognized with three Gymanfa Ganus. Also 
the Friendly City Chorus presented several concerts. 

Membership and attendance held constant during Rev. Wilson's 
pastorate. 

Berean served the area by providing space for the community food 
pantry. 

Gordon and Joan Wilson now live at 480 South Mercer Avenue, 
Sharpsville, PA 16150. Phone: 412-962-3139. 
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Pastorate of the Reverend Dale E. Pepper 


April 30, 1998 


It has been a pleasure and a privilege to pastor our 
congregation since January 1994. Our church is still plugging 
along after 150 years! We, as church members are getting older and 
our congregation is getting older and smaller but we are still 
doing the Lord's work in our community. We have been doing well 
even under difficult situations. Our church has been keeping its 
attendance at our Sunday morning worship services. Even our church 
membership has remained constant between new members and funerals. 
Some of the saints of the congregation have passed on to be with 
our Savior but we have had new ones who have come on board to 
replace them. Our Administrative Board deserves a lot of credit 
for keeping the ship afloat and providing consistant leadership all 
these years. 

The Spiritual Life Committee, Gloria Seigle, Eleanor Williams 
and many others behind the scenes have provided the ingenuity for 
this one hundred-fiftieth anniversary to take place. We have had 
many meetings in order for this celebration to get off the ground. 

We have been pleased to continue the traditions going from the 
past such as the Crystal Band concerts in December, our Advent 
programs, Church Picnic in August, and Barbershopper concerts in 
the fall. We have added a Gymanfa Ganu (Welsh Festival of Sacred 
Music) - reflecting our Welsh heritage in March, ice cream social 
in the summer, and our youth building a float for the Pioneer Days 
Parade in August for the 150th Anniversary this year. 

I am pleased our congregation is maintaining a creative stance 
in financial management by my participation at SCI Waymart as a 
chaplain as well as my full-time responsibilities at our church as 
pastor. | 

We are continuing to meet the needs of the greater community 
of Carbondale by sponsorship of the Food Pantry at the First 
Presbyterian Church. This has been done in cooperation with the 
Carbondale Area Ministerium, Red Cross, and Catholic Social 
Services. 

In Our Lord's Service, 
Dale E. Pepper 
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Members of the Berean Baptist Church 


for 50 years or More 


Garfield Thomas 
Marjorie Seigle 
Lois Marr 

Althea Neutts 
Catherine Pierson 
Harold Pierson 
Evelyn Kennedy 
John Moon 
Eleanor Williams 
Ruth Chapman 
Thelma Markey 
Barbara Swingle 
Grace Moon 
Millie Emmett 
Helen Powell 
Myrtle Oakley 
Eleanor Rude 
Francis Tonkin 
Blanche Heller 
Mildred Chubb 
Marjorie Williams 
Lucille Smedley 
Lewis Witts 

Nan Seigle Doyle 
Ruth Emmons 
Donald Thomas 
Margaret Carey-Garcia 
Carolyn Miller Thomas 
Doris Witts Williams 
June Coles Booths 
Evelyn Toms 
Mary Howarth 
Robert Walker 
Robert Taylor 
Sally Morgan 
Merle Morgan 


a 


11-29-1915 
11-29-1915 
04-04-1920 
03-27-1921 
04-12-1925 
04-12-1925 
04-04-1926 
04-04-1926 
04-17-1927 
04-17-1927 
03-31-1929 
04-06-1930 
04-20-1930 
03-17-1932 
04-17-1932 
04-16-1935 
04-28-1935 
10-23-1938 
10-23-1938 
04-07-1940 
04-13-1941 
06-15-1941 
05-10-1942 
04-25-1943 
04-25-1943 
04-25-1943 
04-25-1943 
04-09-1944 
04-09-1944 
10-12-1946 
11-30-1947 
11-30-1947 
03-24-1940 
03-28-1948 
06-13-1948 
06-13-1948 


SOME WELSH HISTORY 


A gymanfa ganu was held in the Berean Baptist Church on March 11, 1990, 
during the pastorate of the Reverend Gordon S. Wilson. This was the second such festival 
of sacred song to be held at Berean in recent years. The principals in the program were: - 
William H. Baldauff, conductor; Gloria M. Seigle, choir director; Linda P. Bartkowski, 
guest organist; Mary E. Salamida, William H. Baldauff, and Joan G. Wilson, soloists; 
Donald W. Powell and S. Robert Powell, historians. 

Doris Tonkin was the chairperson of the Welsh Tea committee. Participating 
clergy included: Rev. Dr. Theodore E. Davis, St. Paul's United Church, Taylor; Rev. 
Arthur W. Davis, First United Methodist Church, Carbondale; Rev. William L. 
Hartmann, First Presbyterian Church, Carbondale; and Rev. Gordon S. Wilson, host 
pastor. 

During the historical section of the evening's program, S. Robert Powell read the 
following text that he wrote for the occasion. 


THE WELSH OF CARBONDALE 


By S. Robert Powell 

The history of the city of Carbondale is inseparable from the history of the Welsh 
men and women who settled here in the nineteenth century. Who were these Welsh 
pioneers? Where did they come from? Why did they come here? 

The mass emigration from Wales in the nineteenth century was touched off by 
poor harvests there in the 1790s. The first small groups were followed after 1817 bya 
fairly steady stream, induced both by postwar depression and by displacement of small 
farmers or their sons by, on the one hand, the pressure of a two-thirds increase in the rural 
population between 1800 and 1850 and, on the other, consolidation of large estates, 
annual leases, and rising rents. 

Most of the uprooted went to the new industrial districts in the valleys of the 
southeast and extreme northeast of Wales where, after about 1760, coal mines and iron, 
copper, and tin works were established, or in he mountains of the northwest, where slate 
guarries were opened. Of those who left Wales, probably more went to Liverpool, 
London, and other English towns than to the United States. Ocean passage and purchase 
of land reguired either the amount of capital that only a farmer might have or else 
assistance from relatives already settled in America. a 

For the typical emigrant, letters from family or friends in the United States were 
the primary inducement. The belief of the day was this: "The Welsh are foolish to remain 
under the thumb of their landlords, fighting for old, stony farms, hilly and brambly, when 
for a year's rent in Wales they could buy a small holding in America and live in happy 
independence." Farmers accustomed to hills and valleys in Wales considered similar land 
in America a bargain. And so they came. 

During the 1820s and 1830s, the discoveries of vast beds of anthracite coal in 
Carbondale and the Lackawanna Valley transformed the village of Carbondale into a 
thriving industrial town. The first commercially successful railroad in America, the 
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Delaware and Hudson Canal Company's Gravity Railroad from Carbondale to Honesdale, 
was opened here on October 9, 1829. By 1850, over a million tons of anthracite coal were 
shipped annually from here to the New York market over this rail line. 


Industrial towns, such as Carbondale was at that time, drew immigrants directly 
from Wales. Unlike farmers, most men with experience in old-country mines, guarries, 
and mills were not fleeing the prospect of outright unemployment. Short-term imbalances ` 
in demand for their skills did occur in Wales and the United States, but the generally 
higher American wages attracted Welsh mine and mill workers even when times at home 
were good. 

Because Welsh industrialization had a head start of some 50 years, an abundance 
of skilled Welsh workingmen were available for the industrial development of America. 
Some early employers actively recruited in Wales. In the early 1830s, two preachers, 
recently arrived among the first Welsh miners in Carbondale, were sent back to spread the 
word of jobs. As immigration grew, however, it became self generating. From the 
familiar environment of the anthracite coal fields of Carbondale and of northeastern 
Pennsylvania, Welsh colliers, in the 1840s and 1850s, sent back word to Wales of wages 
of $1.00 and $1.50 a day, or as much as $36.00 a month, about double the old country 
level. 

When a Welshman became foreman or superintendent of a mine, he could fill the 
best jobs by writing to a newspaper back home. The destiny of the Welsh settlement of 
the Hyde Park section of Scranton was largely due to the efforts of Benjamin Hughes 
(1824-1900), who left Nantyglo in 1848 and served as general mine superintendent of the 
Delaware, Lackawanna, and Western Coal Company from 1865 to 1899. At least two- 
thirds of the 109 miners killed in the 1869 fire at the Avondale mine near Wilkes-Barre 
were Welshmen. 

Well into the twentieth century, individual immigrants continued to filter into 
most the 200 Welsh-American communities, both rural and industrial. Some of the early 
immigrants were drawn back to Wales by the exceptional prosperity there between 1880 
and 1914. In 1880, nevertheless, there were as many as 83,302 natives of Wales in 
America. In 1890, there were 100,079 Welsh born in the United States. 

To Welshmen of the nineteenth century, the United States seemed a particularly 
auspicious country, where one could "make both ends meet and knot them to." In 1877, 
the Welsh miners' hope was said to be "plenty of work and good wages"—which they 
promptly invested in decent houses and land. 

Three institutions of great importance to the lives of these Welsh pioneers deserve 
mention here: the church, the eisteddfod, and the gymanfa ganu. The preeminent 
nineteenth century Welsh institution was the nonconformist chapel, or church, as 
immigrants learned to call it. Although new settlements might start with a "union 
church," the Baptists and Calvinistic Methodists separated from the Congregational 
remnant as soon as possible. Furthermore, each neighborhood desired its own set of 
churches. 

At last year's gymanfa ganu here at Berean Baptist on March 12", Donald Powell 
spoke on the early Welsh churches of Carbondale. Suffice it to say here that the first 
arrivals in some new settlements organized a Welsh Sunday School—an adult Bible 
class—on their first Sunday. At Scranton, one mine foreman was long remembered for 
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sternly refusing the company's order to work on Saturday afternoons, his time to prepare 
for Sunday School. 

As early as 1839, there were some 46 Welsh churches in the United States, almost 
egually divided among the three denominations (Baptists, Calvinistic Methodists, and 
Congregationalists). By 1872, there were nearly 400 Welsh churches, the Calvinistic 
Methodists and the Congregationalists each having more than 150. In the 1890s, there - 
were nearly 500 active Welsh churches in America, in a great many of which services 
were still conducted in Welsh. Ultimately, there were more than 600 Welsh immigrant 
churches in America. By 1890, only about one-fourth of them still functioned under any 
name. 

The medieval eisteddfod of poetic, musical, and scholarly contests was revived in 
Wales after 1789. The eisteddfod was introduced to America in the 1850s, the first one to 
be held in America being held here in Carbondale, on Christmas Day, 1850. As in Wales, 
the original emphasis was literary: poems and essays on prescribed topics were submitted 
by men and women alike, for adjudication and award of modest prizes. 

As the eisteddfod became a great annual secular festival, both local and national, 
the difficult poetry steadily gave way to competitive recitations, declamations, orations, 
prose translations, English elegies, and, above all, performances of standard vocal music 
by soloists, trios, glee parties, and the largest choirs that different localities could muster. 
Handel, Haydn, and Mendelssohn were favorites for the grand choral competitions. At 
the annual meetings of the Scranton Welsh around 1900, the audiences ran to 5,000 
persons. At the Philadelphia eisteddfod of 1882, there were five 300-voice choirs from 
the coal regions. 

The apogee of the eisteddfod in America came between 1875 and 1915. After that 
period, the gymanfa ganu (singing assembly), which was developed in Wales after 1860 
for improvement in hymn singing among the chapels of a district, took the place of the 
eisteddfod. The Berean Baptist Church of Carbondale, under the leadership of the pastor, 
the Reverend Gordon S. Wilson, is proud to continue that tradition with this gymanfa 
ganu, the second in what we hope will be a long series of such festivals of sacred song. 

The Welsh pioneer settlers of Carbondale came, then, from the farms and the 
industrial valleys and mountains of Wales. They came here because they could live better 
than they could live in Wales. The church, music, and the arts were integral components 
of their lives—and so they were known for their churches, their poetic, musical and 
scholarly contests (the eisteddfod), and their festivals of sacred song (the gymanfa ganu). 

A non-Welsh observer described these nineteenth century Welsh pioneers as 
intensely industrious, provident, studious, religious, ambitious, musical, persistent, 
independent, gregarious, affectionate, grateful, and spontaneous. Those of us with Welsh 
blood in our veins are very proud to be Welsh. They were good people, those Welsh 
ancestors of ours, and they bequeathed to us a rich heritage. For that heritage, we shall 
forever be grateful to them and to the land from which they came, . . ."The land of my 
fathers, the land of my choice, / The land in which poets and minstrels rejoice; / The Land 
whose stern warriors were true to the core / While bleeding for freedom of yore." 

Thank you. 


* RR HR RG RR 
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The sanctuary of the Berean Baptist Church, 
at Christmas. Photograph taken by Bob Tomaine, 
Jermyn, during the pastorate of the Reverend 
Claude A. Pullis. 


